ACTIVITY 01

PERSONAL STATEMENT 1
Read the personal statement which begins ‘Although I
enjoy…’ and underline each experience or key point that
appears.
Count how many experiences or key points have been
included in the statement.
How might the statement be improved?
Although I enjoy studying Mathematics and Geography, it is
Business Studies that I wish to pursue in more depth. I believe a
degree in Business will build on my understanding of marketing
and financial management. Businesses have to operate within a
legal framework and 1 was lucky enough to shadow a barrister for
a day to gain an insight into the legal profession. I hope to study
aspects of law as part of my degree.
A range of school opportunities have broadened my experiences.
Participation in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme has been
challenging and fulfilling: allowing me to work with a diverse range
of people. My voluntary work at Help the Aged proved to be
rewarding and gave me a more caring perspective on life. I have
also taken part in the 'Year 7 Friends Scheme' in which I supported
young students during their first term at school. Taking part in the
school drama club as a technician has been fun and has taught me
the importance of working to deadlines. I have further pursued my
interest in drama and have so far been fortunate to see 'Twelfth
Night' and 'Les Miserables'. My role as Deputy Operations Director
in the Young Enterprise Scheme has given me an insight into
business life. I am interested in the internet and have helped staff
redesign the school website. I hope to learn more about web site
design a university Although no-one could call me a sportsman, I
am a keen football player and I regularly visit Maine Road to watch
Manchester City.
Outside school I belong to the Venture Scouts which has offered
opportunities such as gliding and weekend camps to the Peak
District. I have managed to balance the demands of my 'A' levels
with a varied and enjoyable school and social life. I look forward to
the opportunities offered at university.

ACTIVITY 02

PERSONAL STATEMENT 2:
WHAT CAN GO WRONG WITH
A PERSONAL STATEMENT
1. Read the following personal statement. You will need a copy
to read.
2. Put a line through anything that you think should not be
included i.e. that does not sell the student.
3. Reduce the statement to half the original length.
4. Decide why the personal statement does not sell the
student.
Having systematically going through each stage of choosing a suitable
degree, I started by choosing a 'science‘ subject rather than an 'art' one.
Moving on through the field of Physics, relating heavily with
Mathematics, I researched the different topics possible in Engineering.
With every prospectus I read, I became even more devoted to the
course: Mechanical Engineering. Studying in these fields (Mathematics
and Physics A-levels) will help me kick-start my degree campaign with
enthusiasm and challenge, increasing chances of fitting in well with the
course. Aiming to use this study to progress into the world of work with
the manner of a fully equipped Engineer, I know that this degree will
present myself to the employer as a person of qualities efficient enough
to produce upright results from a degree which requires intellectuality,
initiative and common sense (in scientific terms). Working for a
multinational company I have had a taste of the responsibilities of these
personal qualities; listening to management, working independently to
complete the tasks, working to deadlines, using initiative towards
problem solving for customer service ... etc. Studying these aspects in
the management segment of Business Studies A-level helps me to
understand this more clearly, with ways of innovation and motivation for
work. Throughout my last 5 school years, using the computer and the
Internet has been momentous. From designing programmes (for I.T.
coursework) in Microsoft Access to using the internet to inquire about
flight arrangements, and with 40 words-per-minute I have gained
sufficient computer skills to use it as a surplus for my future. As a
sociable person, I have shown that I can fit into a community new to me
(my sixth form). This overlaps the personal qualities' aforementioned. I
have also worked with children in a nursery, helping teachers.
Furthermore, mentoring high school student in preparation for the end
of their GCSE's has given me a differing sensation of tutoring. An
important point for a student thinking of entering university is willing to
be part of that community. This point will make a difference in the
productivity of the student towards the community of the university. For
five consecutive years now, I have joined the school football team,

(my sixth form). This overlaps the personal qualities' aforementioned. I
have also worked with children in a nursery, helping teachers.
Furthermore, mentoring high school student in preparation for the end
of their GCSE's has given me a differing sensation of tutoring. An
important point for a student thinking of entering university is willing to
be part of that community. This point will make a difference in the
productivity of the student towards the community of the university. For
five consecutive years now, I have joined the school football team,
playing in most cup and league matches. Having represented my school
in domestic competitions, I have enjoyed the essence of teamwork,
winning and losing. More recently, being trained to be a Junior's coach
by the Football Association has strengthened my management skills. The
encouraging factor of sport for me is the social aspect, which I enjoy
extensively. An exclusive ubiquity of mine is that I am contented with
mixing my social with my educational life at length making the two
important factors in my life none the less unabridged.

